Coumarin-associated hepatitis. Report of two cases.
We investigated two cases of recurrent jaundice, both involving repeated exposure to phenprocoumon and suggestive of coumarin-induced hepatitis. The first patient showed the histologic picture of cholestasis during the second bout of jaundice, the other that of chronic aggressive hepatitis. In both patients, the hepatitis appearance disappeared after termination of the first exposure to the coumarin drug, in the first case without additional drug therapy. In the second case, prednisone therapy was instituted when phenprocoumon administration was withdrawn. In both cases, hepatopathy recurred after reexposure to the drug. In one of these patients, and with his consent, a third bout of jaundice was provoked with phenprocoumon.